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Child Marriage and Pandemic



Indonesian Children
• The Central Statistics Agency (BPS) in 

2018 projects the number of 
Indonesian children aged 0-17 years to 
be 30.1 percent or 79.55 million 
Indonesians.

Girls: 39,138,000 inhabitants

Boys: 40,414,000 inhabitants

• One in three Indonesians 

is a child.



Child marriage 
occurs in girls and 
boys, but is more 

predominantly 
experienced by girls



Variants of Child Marriage Couples 
in Indonesia
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Pair of boy and 
woman

Pair of girl and boy

Pair of girl and man Variants 
of 

Marriage 
Couple



The status of boys 
aged 10-17 years 
who were married 
and divorced was 
0.74 percent or 

299,046

The status of girls 
aged 10-17 years 
who were married 
and divorced was 
1.41 percent or 

551,486 children.

(Susenas BPS, 2018)



Number of Girls Married and Divorced
(Susenas BPS, 2018)

• About 99.26 percent of girls aged 10-
17 years are not married,

• There are 1.34% or 524,449 girls who 
are currently married.

• There are 0.07% or 27,397 girls who 
are divorced.



The practice of 
marriage for 

girls are 
dominated by the 
age range of 16 
and 17 years.

(PPI, KPPPA, 2019)



Patterns of Child Marriage 
Practices in Indonesia
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Pattern of 
Child 

Marriage

Marriage is not 
registered at the 
KUA (until 
divorce occurs or 
isbat nikah)

Marriages are 
registered through 
the application 
process for 
dispensation of 
marriage at the 
Religious Court

Marriages are not 
registered at the 

KUA, but are 
registered when 

they reach the age 
requirements

Marriages are 
registered at the 

KUA by manipulating 
the age of the 

prospective bride 
and groom
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02

03
04
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Province with the Highest Child Marriage 
Rate in Indonesia

Marriages of boys

Central 
Kalimantan, 
1,57%

West 
Sulawesi, 
1,70%

NTB, 2,38%

Marriages of girls

Central 
Kalimantan, 
2,88%

West 
Sulawesi, 
3,01%

NTB, 4,12%



Marriages of 
girls are occur 
twice more in 
rural areas

(PPI, KPPPA, 2019)



Child Marriage and School Dropout Rate

The highest dropout rate occurred at the senior high school / equivalent 
level at 3.15 percent, while at the primary / equivalent level at 0.33 
percent and at junior high school / equivalent level at 1.06 percent



The level of education 
that is completed by 

girls with the status of 
married and divorced 
is only up to the junior 

high school level at 
87.35% and primary 

level at 86.27%.
In rural areas, half of girls 
who divorce only complete 

primary school

Only 5.3% of women 
are married and 

divorced who 
successfully complete 
their education at the 

senior high school+ 
level.



Married Girls and Contraceptives

More than half of 
girls who have been 

married DO NOT use 
contraceptives 

(61.64%)

The use of contraceptives for girls who are trapped in child marriages can 
help children organize and improve their future without risky pregnancies.



Amendments of the Marriage Law 
in Indonesia

The minimum age limit for 
married women is 16 years 

and for men 19 years

UU No. 1/1974

The minimum 
age limit for 

woman and man 
to marry is 19 

years

UU No. 16/2019



Application for Marriage 
Dispensation after the 
Revision of the Marriage Law 
(Badilag, MA, Juni 2020)

2017 2018 2019 Jan-Juni 2020

The amendments of the Marriage Law have not 
changed the practice of child marriage in Indonesia

12.579 cases 13.484 cases

23.793 cases

34.413 cases



Child Marriage during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Applications for 
Marriage Dispensation 
during the Pandemic 
(Jan-June 2020) have 
increased sharply.

The number of requests 
for dispensation for 
marriage that was 
rejected was not more 
than 1.5% of the 
applications that were 
received.

(Badilag, MA, Juni 2020)



Factors Driving Child Marriage 
During the Pandemic

Study from Home 
Activities

The intensity of 
dating increases and 
parents worry about 

adultery or 
unwanted pregnancy

Domestic Violence 
and Parental 
Assistance
The high rate of 
domestic violence and 
the tension in parent-
child relationships have 
made the child-parent 
distance even wider

Changes in Family 
Economic Income
Decreasing family 
income risks the child 
being married to 
reduce the number of 
family economic 
responsibilities.

Study online (online)
Increased interaction of 

children in cyberspace, 
vulnerability to 

becoming victims of 
cyber violence, risk 
behavior and child 

predators



Children are 
considered to 
be a solution 
to get out of 

difficult 
situations

Children are 
seen as an 
economic 

burden on the 
family

Children must 
be the 

guardian of 
the family's 
reputation

Children as a 
mandate that 
must be kept 

chaste

Madate Reputation Burden Asset

Parents' Perspectives in Positioning Children

When there are 
problems, 

parents still see 
marriage as a 

solution



Stopping Child 
Marriage cannot 
be done without 

synergy 
between all 

stakeholders

Government

Parents

Educational 
institutions

Religious 
Leaders

Society 
Leaders



The Urgency of the Role of Religious Leaders

01
Building parent 
and child 
knowledge 02

Promote religious 
understanding 

that emphasizes 
child's rights.

04
Conducting advocacy 
and campaigns to 
stop child marriage 
in all of its 
activities

03

Strengthen 
alternative 

discourse that 
leads to the 

termination of 
child marriage.

05
Refusing to 
give blessing 
to the 
practice of 
child marriage



Thank you
iklilahmdf@yahoo.com


