
 

 

      

      

  

 

 
I N V I T A T I O N 

 
The 10th Interfaith Dialogue 

Amsterdam, 3 October 2025 

10:00 – 15:00 CEST / 15:00 – 20:00 WIB 

Indonesia House Amsterdam, Brachthuijzerstraat 4 

 

Beyond the Spirit of Bandung: Secular West – Religious East? 

 

We cordially invite you to NICMCR’s annual event, which is held in collaboration with the Indonesian 

Embassy in The Hague (KBRI) and co-organized by Pengurus Cabang Istimewa Nahdlatul Ulama 

Belanda (PCINU Belanda) and Stichting Wereldchristendom en Interreligieuze Relaties (SWIR). 

 

In the morning session, we want to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Asia - Africa Conference, 

which was held in Bandung in 1955. This conference was crucial for the decolonisation of Asian and 

African countries after the second World War. The Bandung Spirit refers to the principles and ideals that 

emerged from that conference.  

 

Frans Dokman (SWIR), editor of the (open access) book ‘Beyond the Spirit of Bandung’ (Radboud 

University Press, 2023) will give a lecture on interactions with ecology: from religious environmentalism 

to secular social movements lead by youngsters; from colonial to de-colonial views on eco-responsibility. 

What links and de-links? The 1955 Bandung conference laid the foundation for a new non-alignment 

movement. That spirit lives on. A panel with Alissa Wahid (GUSDURian, youth’ perspective) and 

Habtom Yohannes (African Studies Centre Leiden, African perspective) will kick off the public 

discussion.  

 

In the afternoon, there will be presentations by representatives of NICMCR’s three work groups, focusing 

on education, ecology and gender. This session forms part of NICMCR’s multi-annual Joint Research 

Project on decolonising research methods. Similar to the morning's theme, the focus is on decolonisation 

and decoloniality, our overarching theme since 2022. 

 

Please register using this registration form. Since there will be limited seats at the premises, we advise to 

register early, should you wish to attend the event on site.  

 

We hope to see you on 3 October 2025, online as well as on site. 

Salam hangat, 

Netherlands-Indonesia Consortium for Muslim-Christian Relations (NICMCR) 

 
Frans Wijsen 

Steering Committee 

https://forms.gle/YKrmEJQsPbzY4D6F9


 

The 10th Interfaith Dialogue 

 

Program Overview 

Morning Session | 10:00 – 12:30 CEST 

 Official Opening and Keynote 

 

1. Opening  

- Mayerfas, The Indonesian Ambassador to the Netherlands 

- Zainal Abidin Bagir (NICMCR)  

2. Guestspeaker 1 (tbc): Nasaruddin Umar, Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs  

3. Guestspeaker 2 (tbc): The Dutch Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion and 

Belief  

4. Keynote speaker: Frans Dokman (SWIR) – “Beyond the Spirit of Bandung: 

Secular West – Religious East?” 

COFFEEBREAK 

5. Panel, discussion, with Alissa Wahid (GUSDURian, Youth’ perspective), 

Yohannes Habtom (African Studies Centre Leiden, African perspective) and 

Frans Wijsen (NICMCR, moderator) 

6. Closing 

 

 

10.00 – 10.08 

10.08 – 10.15 

10.15 – 10.35 

10.35 – 10.55 

 

10.55 – 11.15 

 

11.15 – 11.30 

 

11.30 – 12.25 

 

12.25 – 12.30 

 

 

 
 LUNCH      12.30 – 13.30 

 

Afternoon Session | 12.30 – 15.00  CEST 

 Research Presentations 

 

Selected papers from the NICMCR Joint Research Kick-Off (4 June 2025), 

covering decolonising Knowledge: 

 

- Ecology - Samsul Ma’arif: Toward decolonised interreligious dialogues 

of indigenous and world religions for ecological justice. 

- Education - Ina Ter Avest: From decolonisation to decoloniality; 

Religious Education as a space of liberation from colonised I-positions in 

the multi-voiced self. 

- Gender - Irene Umbu Lolo: Marapu teaching agency for nature 

conservation efforts in Sumba 

Questions and Answers, moderated by Yus Broersma / Closing 

 

 

 

13.30 – 13.50 

13.50 – 14.10 

 

14.10 – 14.30 

 

14.30 – 15.00 



 


